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If you are a former resident of Canada, now ‘raturaing 
after an absence of at least one year, you may be able. to 
bring in your personal and household effects free of duty ! 
and taxes. 

Bills of sale — or old shipping documents — will help | 
you prove that these goods meet the ownership, posses- 
sion and use requirements in all cases. 


Time and ownerhip requirements 

If you have been residing outside of Canada for any- 
thing from the one-year minimum to just under five years, © 
your personal and household effects must have been in 
your ownership, possession and use for at least six months 
before you re-enter Canada. 

After an absence of five years or more, the goods must 
have been in your ownership, possession and use, but the © 
usual six months’ minimum period does not apply. 

If you buy goods just before leaving, do not use them, 
then have them shipped to Canada, they will be fully dutiable — 
and taxable on arrival. 


$7,500 limit | 
Following the budget resolution of March 31, 1977; any — 
article acquired since that date that is valued at more.than © 
$7,500 is subject to regular duty and taxes on the excess 
amount. This could apply to an automobile, travel trailer, 
boat, private aircraft, a piece of jewelry or anything else! 


Personal and household goods 

This category can include such things as furniture, 
furnishings, silverware, linen, jewelry, appliances, books, 
musical instruments, family heirlooms, antiques, private 
collections of coins, stamps or works of art, power tools and 
other hobby items, boats, trailers, outboard engines and © 
even private aircraft. See also “Motor vehicles”. 


Just married? 7 

The bride’s trousseau and all wedding gifts (except 
motor vehicles and boats) can be brought in free of duty and 
taxes. The six months’ ownership and use restriction does 
not apply, provided you have been abroad for not less than 
one year. . 
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Motor vehicles 

You can also bring back any kind of pleasure vehicle, 
including cars, motorcycles, snowmobiles and cutters, 
pick-up or panel trucks, camper trucks or buses. It is under- 
stood that these vehicles will be used only for non- | 
commercial purposes. 

Federal safety and emission standards do not apply to 
motor vehicles of the 1970 model year or older, but must be 
met by vehicles of the 1971 model year or later. 

_ Returning from the USA, you will encounter few pro- 
blems, since vehicles manufactured in the USA in most cases 
~ meet Canadian standards. 

Returning from any other part of the world you should | 
make sure beforehand that any vehicle you plan to bring © 
back has been manufactured to meet North American stan- 
dards. The cost of converting to these standards after the 
vehicle has entered Canada is prohibitive and, furthermore, 
there is no guarantee that a safety compliance certificate 
will be issued after all that expense has been incurred. 

For more information on this subject, obtain in advance 
a copy of the folder, “Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations” 
by writing to: 

Ministry of Transport 
Motor Vehicle Safety Branch, 
_ Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A ON5 
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Firearms 
Fully automatic weapons that were not registered in 


your name by January 1, 1978, will not be allowed into 
Canada. 


Handguns now require a permit to convey restricted 


weapons. You can obtain this kind of permit at the border. 


lf you return to Canada after January 1, 1979, any wea- — 


pons you have acquired during your stay abroad — including 
sporting rifles, shotguns and handguns — will require a fire- _ 


arms acquisition certificate. You should apply in advance 


to the Registrar of Firearms (usually the police station) — 
where you will be living. Handguns will also Boise) the | 


permit to convey. 
If you lack the necessary permit or certificate, Canadian 


Customs can hold the weapons for up to 30 days, releasing - ; 


them to you when you have obtained the required docu- 
ments. 4 

There are no restrictions on most kinds of air pistol or air 
gun. 


List your goods 

Before returning to Canada, you should prepare a list 
(preferably typewritten) of all the goods you are bringing 
back. If any of the goods can be identified by aserial number 
(appliances, cameras, etc.), be sure to show those numbers. 
The list should be divided into two sections — the goods that 
you are bringing with you (in your luggage or car) and the 
goods that are to follow (by other means). 

You will need an original and one copy. Present both to 
Customs as you enter and they will return one copy to you, 
together with a copy of your declaration. Don't lose these 
documents! You will need them later, when you go to 
Customs to claim the goods that were listed to follow. 


Disposing of goods you brought back 

Within the first year of your return to Canada, if you sell 
(Or even give away) any of the goods you brought in duty- 
free, you will become liable at once for all duty and taxes. The 
same applies to motor vehicles that you brought in for 
pleasure purposes and later converted to commercial use. 


After one year, you are free to dispose of these goods 


any way you like. 


Liquor and tobacco 

You may bring back certain quantities of alcoholic 
beverages and tobacco products free.of duty and taxes, if 
you meet the age requirements in each case. 

Tobacco products. If you are aged 16 or over, you may 
bring in 200 cigarettes and 50 cigars and 2 Ibs of tobacco. 

You may bring in larger quantities, if you are prepared to 
pay the full rate of duty and taxes on the excess amount. 

Alcoholic beverages. Depending on the age 
requirements of the province or territory through which you 
re-enter Canada, you may also bring in 40 oz. (1.1 litres) of 
liquor or wine, or 24 x 12-0z. cans or bottles (or the 
equivalent — 288 fl. oz. or 8.2 litres) of beer or ale. 

All provinces except Prince Edward Island, and the 
Northwest Territories, allow you to exceed the normal 
allowance by up to two extra gallons, though the cost is high 
and a special permit is required. These permits can be 
purchased from Customs on your return. 

For further information, contact the appropriate liquor 
control authority before you return to Canada. 

All tobacco products and alcoholic beverages must 
accompany you in your hand or checked baggage. ~ 
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Pets, plants and meat 


Customs officers assist the federal Department of 


Agriculture and other agencies in controlling the entry of 


living creatures, plants, meat and meat products and any . 


other tissue that might harbor pests or diseases harmful to 
man, livestock, crops or forests. 


Pets | | 

From the USA, cats and dogs must have been vaccinated 
against rabies within the last three years (though pups and 
kittens less than three months old can be allowed in, as long 
as they appear healthy when they cross the border). 

Cats or dogs aged three months or older must be 
accompanied by a certificate signed and dated by a 
veterinarian. The certificate must not only show that 
vaccination has been carried out within the prescribed time 
limit, but must also describe the breed, age, sex, coloring 
and other distinguishing marks of the animal. Animal tags 
cannot be accepted in place of a certificate. 

From other parts of the world, whether it concerns cats, 


dogs or any other kind of pet, it is advisable to check in 4 


advance with: 

Health of Animals Branch "4 

Canada Department of Agriculture 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0C5 

Some of the more exotic pets — snakes, monkeys, etc. 
— may in addition be subject to the “Endangered Species” 
legislation. See page 8. 
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Plants — also the earth, sand or other substance in 
which they are packed — are potential carriers of pests or 
diseases. 

From the USA, you may bring a plant back if it is 
accompanied by a “phytosanitary certificate” issued by the 
US Department of Agriculture. i . 

From other parts of the world, you will require a permitin 
advance from the Canada Department of Agriculture, plus a 
certificate to show the plant is disease and pest-free. 


Fresh fruits and vegetables 

Canadians returning from USA should note that certain 
tree fruits cannot be brought into British Columbia. 
Vegetables grown in certain parts of New York state cannot 
be brought into any part of Canada. 


Meat and meat products 

From the USA, you may bring in up to 20 Ibs of beef, veal, 
lamb, pork or poultry — or products of those meats — 
provided the meat accompanies you and is for personal 
‘consumption, not for sale or distribution. Larger quantities 
would require a meat inspection export certificate. 

From other parts of the world, you may bring in up to 20 
lbs of canned and sterilized meats prepared by a reputable 
meat packer, provided the meat accompanies you and 
provided you can affirm that these items are for your 
personal or family use, not for sale or distribution. 
Furthermore, it is your responsibility to prove that the 
canned meats satisfy these requirements. 

From some countries, larger quantities may be brought 
in, but you will require a meat inspection export certificate. 


For further information....... 
Sarre on pets, meat or meat products, please contact the 
Health of Animals Branch, and on plants, fresh fruits or 
vegetables, the Plant Quarantine Division of the: 

Canada Department of Agriculture 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0C5 


Endangered species 
Customs officers also assist the Department of the 

Environment in administering the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species. This restricts 
the trade and movement of a large and growing list of — 
animals, fish, birds, reptiles, insects and plants — and of any 
recognizable by-products made of their fur, skin, bone etc. 
For further information, please contact in advance: 

Convention Administrator, 

Canadian Wildlife Service, 

Environment Canada, 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0H3 


Customs information 1g 
For more information on Customs matters, you could 

contact the nearest Canadian embassy or consulate, or write 

to one of the Regional Collectors of Customs in Canada. © 


Have a nice journey and .... 


WELCOME HOME! 


Revised January 1978. 
Public Relations and Information Services 
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